Конкурс понимания письменного текста – Reading

Методические рекомендации

В комплект материалов, необходимых для проведения конкурса понимания письменного текста, входят:

	1. Методические рекомендации
2. Описание процедуры проведения конкурса понимания                                            письменного текста
3. Текст задания
4. Лист ответа (для каждого участника)
5.   Ключи (для членов жюри)



        Задания по чтению состоят из двух частей (всего 15 заданий). На выполнение всех заданий отводится 30 минут, в которые входит и внесение ответов в ответные листы.

Первое задание – чтение текста познавательного характера 
Учащимся необходимо сопоставить и упорядочить предложенные части предложения с параграфами текста.

Второе задание – чтение текста с последующим выполнением задания. Учащимся предлагается сделать множественный выбор среди  трех  вариантов  ответов.

        Сложность текстов соответствует уровню B 2, B 2+ по шкале Совета Европы.    Тематика текстов представляет интерес для учащихся данного возраста. Тексты подобраны по принципу тематического разнообразия: задания проверяют разные виды чтения, в конкурсе сочетаются задания разного типа.

        Правильность выполнения заданий проверяется по ключам (см. Ключи).
     
        Критерии оценивания: За каждый правильный ответ дается 1 балл.
Максимальное количество баллов, которое можно получить за конкурс Reading – 15 (пятнадцать).


Процедура проведения конкурса понимания письменного текста (чтение - Reading)
 Каждому участнику перед началом выполнения заданий по чтению выдается лист ответов (Answer Sheet) и проводится инструктаж на русском языке по заполнению листов ответов и по порядку их сдачи после окончания работы: 
Участники заполняют графу Participant's ID number на листах ответов. 
Все ответы необходимо отмечать на листах ответов. Правильный вариант пишется в соответствующей клеточке на листе ответов. 
На листах ответов категорически запрещается указывать фамилии, делать рисунки или какие-либо отметки, в противном случае работа считается дешифрованной и не оценивается. 
Исправления на листах ответов ошибками не считаются; однако почерк должен быть понятным; спорные случаи (о или а) трактуются не в пользу участника. 
Ответы записываются только черными или синими чернилами/ пастой (запрещены красные, зеленые). Участникам раздаются тексты заданий. В тексте заданий указано время выполнения заданий и даны все инструкции по выполнению заданий на английском языке. Тексты заданий можно использовать в качестве черновика. Однако проверке подлежат только ответы, перенесенные в лист ответов. Сами тексты заданий сдаются вместе с листами ответов после окончания выполнения задания, но не проверяются. 
 Члены жюри, находящиеся в аудитории, должны зафиксировать время начала и окончания задания на доске (например, 10.10- 10.45.) За 5 минут до окончания выполнения заданий по чтению старший член жюри в аудитории должен напомнить об оставшемся времени и предупредить о необходимости тщательной проверки работы. 
 Члены жюри в аудитории должны строго следить за тем, чтобы все работы были сданы, на листах ответов не должна быть указана фамилия участника и не должно быть никаких условных пометок. 

Технические средства
Для проведения данного конкурса не требуется специальных технических средств. Помимо необходимого количества комплектов заданий и листов ответов, в аудитории должны быть запасные ручки, запасные комплекты заданий и запасные листы ответов. 
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Task 1. For items 1 – 8, read the text and choose the right part of a sentence A-H. Mind there is one extra part.

Information Please
by Paul Villard

When I was quite young, my family had one of the first telephones in our neighborhood. Later I discovered 1_____________ – her name was «Information Please» and there was nothing that she did not know. My mother could ask her for anybody’s number and when our clock ran down, Information Please immediately supplied the correct time.
My first personal experience with this genie-in-the-receiver came one day 2 _________. Amusing myself at the tool bench in the basement, I whacked my finger with a hammer. The pain was terrible, but there didn’t seem to be of much use crying because there was no one home to offer sympathy. Quickly, I ran for the footstool in the parlor and dragged it to the landing. Climbing up, I unhooked the receiver and held it to my ear. A click or two, and a small clear voice spoke into my ear. “Information please”. “I hurt my finger”, I wailed into the phone. 3 ________, came the question. “Nobody’s at home but me”, I blubbered. “Are you bleeding?”. “No”, I replied. “I hit it with the hammer and it hurts”. “Can you open your icebox?”, she asked. I said I could. “Then chip off a little piece of ice and hold it on your finger. That will stop the hurt”, she admonished. “And don’t cry. You’ll be alright”.
After that, I called Information Please for everything. I asked for help with my Geography, she helped me with my Arithmetic, and she told me that a pet chipmunk 4 ___________ – would eat fruits and nuts. 
A few years later, on my way back to college, my plane put down in Seattle. I had about half an hour between plane connections, and I spent 15 minutes on the phone with my sister who lived there now, happily mellowed by marriage and motherhood. Then, really without thinking what I was doing, 5 ________ and said “Information Please”. Miraculously, I heard again the small, clear voice that I know so well: “Information”. I hadn’t planned this, but I heard myself saying, “Could you tell me, please, how to spell the word ‘fix’?” There was a long pause. Then came the softly spoken answer. “I guess”, said Information Please, “that your finger must have healed by now”. I laughed. “6 ___________. I wonder if you have any idea how much you meant to me during all that time…”. “I wonder”, she replied, “if you know how much you meant to me? I never had any children, and I used to look forward to your calls. Silly, wasn’t it?”. 7 ________, but I didn’t say so. Instead I told her how often I had thought of her over the years, and I asked if I could call her again when I come back to visit my sister when the semester was over. “Please do. 8 ___________” .
A. I dialed my hometown operator
B. I had caught him in the park just that day before
C. isn’t your mother home?
D. it didn’t seem silly
E. just ask for Sally
F. so it’s really still you
G. that somewhere inside that wonderful device lived an amazing person
H. unfortunately
I. while my mother was visiting a neighbor

Task 2. For items 9 – 15, read the text and choose the best answer for the questions below.


Deciphering the Russian soul
by Ajay Kamalakaran

Great writers have written about it, but it is not easy to pinpoint the main qualities that come with having a mystifying Russian soul. For those who find it difficult to understand the complexity of Russia and Russians, the easy way out is to attribute what’s incomprehensible to the ‘Russian soul.’ “What is this Russian soul,” many of my non-Russian friends have asked me over the last eleven years. Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Nicholai Gogol and Leo Tolstoy all had their own way of interpreting the Russian soul, but how would one describe this mystifying soul in the 21st century?
Eleven years of living on and off in Russia has helped me blend in culturally with ease but I am not sure how much of a Russian soul I have acquired over this time.  
Life in Russia is unpredictable and change seems to happen at a much more rapid pace than in many other parts of the world. One way that many people have come to terms with volatility is by developing a wonderful sense of humour. Even in the most serious of situations, there always seems to be a light and funny moment. 
In many circles thick skin is looked upon as a really positive attribute and a measure of strength. “Don’t kill your nerves,” a close friend, who is also a colleague, always says. 
Frankness is my favourite attribute of the Russian soul. It’s so easy to know where you stand with a Russian person. If he or she likes you or not, it is absolutely obvious! Russians don’t usually hide their thoughts behind a smile. It’s not that easy to get a smile out of stranger or a new acquaintance in the country but there’s something so comforting about this. There are jokes about places like Japan and even Scandinavia that go on the lines of tourists being told the following: “Just because someone is nice to you doesn’t mean he or she likes you.”  Something like this would never happen in Russia.  The Russian soul calls for directness. In fact, the frank responses that one gets in public places are so often misunderstood for rudeness, when there really are no bad intentions. 
Fierce loyalty is something that I have observed both in my personal and professional life in Russia. Friendships are taken very seriously and a friend is always looked upon as a friend for life. One of the most well known sayings about friendship is “an old friend is better than two new ones” . I have had some of the strongest, most vivid friendships I could possibly ever imagine thanks to this great sense of loyalty in Russia.
9. What does the word ‘pinpoint’ in the first paragraph mean? 
1) hide
2) become silent
3) state in detail 
10. In spite of the years the author has lived in Russia, he still does not know…. 
1) the number of cities in the Russian Federation
2) how “deep” he is in understanding a Russian soul
3) why he feels sympathy for people in Russia
11. According to the author’s opinion, life in Russia is….
1) a bit frightening
2) unknown in advance
3) rather obvious
12. Thick skin of Russians is…. 
1) a favourable quality
2) a way to educate the nation
3) a helper for long cold spells
13. What is the author’s much-loved quality of the Russian soul? 
1) unreliability
2) pamperedness
3) sincerity
13. Russians are often…
1) out for offending a stranger in public places
2) direct in their responses in public places
3) uncivil in public places
15. What kind of people has the author observed both in his personal and professional life in Russia?
1) those who are very faithful to their close people
2) those who can predict future events
3) those who are obviously known to be courageous
Reading
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